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MILL CUSHION 'S 
Second Addreſs. 


Brethren and Fellow-citizens ! 


'BTER dedlaring, in my firſt Ad- 
dreſs, my Deſire to you; 
I expected, ye would neither be 


ſo blind, to your own Honour, 
or my Deſerving, as to ſlight the advan- 
ragious Offer. For, I thought it, no 
more reaſonable to imagine, any Obſcuri- 
ty of Condition could fo over-ſhadow my 
Merit, as to prevent its Engaging your 
Attention, than an accidental Cloud 
could quite darken the Light of the Sun, 
at Noon day. 

But, in the Search J have been making, 
in the Nature and Diſpoſition of Man, 
and your Ciry's Conſtitution, for the ne- 
ceſſary Qualifications of a Member of 
Parliament; and, what is fitteſt for your 
Repreſentative, and likelieſt to recommend 
him te yew 3 I have made Diſcoveries, 
which any Fool, but myſelf, might have, 
known long ago. For 1 nd, chat 5 = F] 
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„ neſt Merit, inſtead of recommending a 
* Man, has now-a-days more frequently 
the oppoſite Effect: and that Even 


* in the (h, (with due Reſpect to 


their incumbent R—y—r—ces, be ir ſpo- 
ken!) “either ro a B-—p, or for a 
„% B--p, the Golden Key will readieſt un- 
* lock the Door; and © the Hand, that 
% Intereſt does not aſſiſt, may knock, 
* and knock in vain, nor ever get it o- 
* peu. If this be the Caſe then, in the 
eccleſiaſtical Sy nod; why not too, in the 
p —t-H—— e For, who would pay 
the Gown ſo poor a Compliment, as to 
inſinuate, that the P—1--n is not the moſt 
upright Man, as well as the beſt Good- 
Fellow, in the Pariſh 2 Or—thar a coun- 
try Squire, Repreſentative of a poor en- 
ſlaved Borough, can ſpeak more learned- 
ly, or would act more juſtly, than the 
Reverend Father, who ſhould be a Pattern 
of Virtue to a whole See: Or—— 


[ 


who could ſuſpect, that the grave J—e, 


upon the Wool-ſack, would counſel worſe, 
for the Common-weal, than the dull 
A——n, that has ſo often had Recourſe 
to him, for Inſtructions, in the Art of 
wronging Man, and preying on the Pub- 


lick; and, that has ſo often wreſted his 


Judgment, by a Bribe ? 
Since (then) it is the Duty of all, to do 
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(4) | 
their Utmoſt for their Country ; and ſave 
it, when they can, whether ir will, or no: 
For, Nature beſtows upon us various 
Powers, of being (in various Ways) of 
Uſe, to Mankind; and he, that can do 
the moſt publick good, is ſo far Happier 
than others, as his ſuperior Ability be- 
ſpcaks ſuperior Favour from Providence, 
in the more extenſive Opportunity of. an- 
ſwering the End of his Creation ; and has 
conſequently,, the more to anſwer for, if 
he abuſe the Truſt : For every Man, of 
excellent and diſtinguiſhed Parts, is Hea- 
ven's Steward for his Fellow Creatures ; 
and, affronts the Goodneſs of the one, 
and does the other an irreparable Wrong ; 
if Scoffs, the envious or vain may baſely 
throw at his outward Appearance; if Dread 
of power, or if Averſion to Trouble (the 
honeſt Officer's chief Recompence) can 
Shame, deter, or draw him from his Du- 
ty: ln ſhort.— ſince ſickly States 
muſt be purged; nd the Hand contri- 
bures, ro encreaſe the Diſorder, that is 
ſlow to adminiſter the Medicine, it has 
Skill and Opportunity to give; As way- 
ward Children are made, to take Phyſick; 
if ye ſeem averſe ro my Offer, I muſt 


then preſs, ay, and force it, upon you. 


This I am the more eagerly urged to, 
by the Procceding of my Fellow Candi- 
dates. 


ts) 


dates. When the reſt of the Pack are in 
full Cry, if the ſtanch Hound be ſilent; 
the Sportſ men are in Danger, of beiog 
led upon a wrong Scent, and loſing. che 
Game. Ye are in Purſuir of Liberty : 
and, if he, that will not open upon a 
falſe Track, be niggard of his ditecting 
Voice; ye are like to have but your La- 
bour, for your Pains. __T 

For theſe Reaſons, ir is then (my Bre- 
chren!) that I thus, a ſecond Time, ad- 
dreſs you. For, when the A n, and 
D—— Mt, turn Orators; why may 
not Mill Cuſhion ſpeak ? Let them ſpeak 
for themſelves, and neither - retail the 
Nonſenſe of Hirelings ; I may (perhaps? 
ſay Things, leſs ſtuffed with Flattery, 
Art, Arrogance, or Self-praiſe;; hut more, 
with ſimple Truth and honeſt Zeal. If T 
can not mend your Condition; I will, at 
the worſt, but let it continue, as it is; 
and not, for my own. Grandeur and 
Wealth, make you, not only Fools, but 
Slaves and Villains too. Sw 

And now, that I have chanced, to uſe 
the Word, —-——*< Fools; (Pardon the 
unpolite Expreſſion! J=———?Ye will, I 
doubt not, ſtare at me; and look as ftu- 
pid, as myſelf, with Wonder; each lean- 
ing, on his reſted Tool, to gape, and catch, 
my Words: — When I tell you, The 


* 
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Effect of all my Lucubrations (that T 
* have mentioned) during my Silence, is 
* a fincere Purpoſe, to do all I can, to 
* make you Fools. Then, liſten ; and I 
Will cell you, how | 

As Trees are known by their Bearing, 
ſo the outward Appearance generally 
macks the Man : And, of all Men, Fools 
are moſt apt to ſeem, and moſt caſy to be 
known for, what they really are; as, on 
the contrary, Enaves ſtill hang falſe Co- 
Hurs oat, and cloak their Villainy, in 
Crave, in *:arter, or in Ermin. But, then, 
this Secming, and this Reality, being of- 
ten very different; and Knaves, either by 
their own Art, or the Weakneſs of others, 
being (for the moſt Part) the moſt proſpe- 
rous in this World, and reaping moſt from 
their outward Seeming: Since Life is but 
a Dream, and Man a Shadow; I took it, 
for granted, (if the Profits, to be gathered 
here, be worth the ſeeking, and Thrift be 
the greateſt Prudence,) the moſt accom- 
pliſhed Fools are thoſe, who moſt appear, 
and moſt are thought to be, ſo. To find, 
then, who They could be, I ſearched the 
City through; went to each Houſe, ſac 
at each Door; and ſtole Diſcovery from 
every unfaithful Servant, that would be- 


tray his Maſter's Secrets : And rhus, at 
laſt T gat, into the Heart of every Man; 
became 
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became acquainted, with every Turn in 
his Family; and eaſily dived to the Bot- 
tom (where Dirt is wont to ſettle) in his 
Diſpoſition: For, from commiſſioned der- 
vants of his M——y, in Armies, or in 
Fleers ; to the hiced Drudge, in a City 
Cellar, or a Country Cot ; how few are 
found, that can not be wrought upon, to 
betray thoſe they ſerve 2 and, what bet» 
ter can be hoped for, when fo many 
A——n (the Slaves of Gluttony and 
Sloth) betray ro Oppreſſion, the City 
they ſhould protect? nay, and when ſo 
many (even in the Gd C—=! of he 
Nation) have, in leſs degenerate Times 
than theſe, betrayed their Country to 
their Avarice; and authorized pernicious 
Laws by that Voice, whoſe latt Sound 
they ſhould exert, to oppoſe the Encroach- 
ment, and proclaim the Danger: 

By this, ye ſee, what Pains I have 
been at, for your Good ; how I mean, to 
effect it; and what a true Account, I am 
able to give, of the Opinions of Man- 
kind; if they may be judged of, from the 
Sample this City affords. And if, after 
all, ye will not cake my Word, for what 
I tell you : make the Enquiry, yourſelves ; 
and be informed, by your own Obſeryati- 
on! Ye will find, at the laſt, what J ſay, 
agree with your own Experience, He 
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For—ask the C——h-man, © Who 
* is the greateſt Fool?” And he will cell 
you, * The Man, who loves his Conſci- 
* ence better, than his Bottle ; and who 
** conſequently, would not flatter, write 
or preach, for that Party, which can 
give their Followers the beſt Wine ; 
though his Conſcience tells him, the 
other Side can give them better Rea- 
ſons, and boaſt of better Views: The 
Man, who would not recommend, as 
Orthodox, any Principle that would 
recommend him to the Powerful, and 
ſtrengthen his Intereſt; though it were 
ſuch, as the chatitable and pious Ex- 
preſſion of a reverend Gentleman a- 
mong us, that He is a dangerous Men- 
ber of Society, and ought to be cut off ; 
* who dares oppoſe the Great and Morſpipful, 
& and in their native Deformity expoſe the 
* Schemes and Actions of the modern Great.” 

In the Camp, ye will find Him thought 
an arrant head-ſtrong Fool, that would 
not deem it more honourable to be Rich, 
than Brave: and would not rather (if well 
paid for it) ſave his Life by Flight, than 
ſtand rhe Loſs of French Gold, and the 
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Chance of a Bullet, ro defend his Coun- 


try, and to cruſh Rebellion.—— 

Conſult the Juſtice-ſelling Ie; and 
ye will hear all choſe condemned for Fools, 
| | * who 
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ec who would not rather bribe Him, than 


„ Joſe a Suit; and, even ſell Futurity, to 


6% buy a partial Decree: And, if you get 
ſo much, as that Opinion from him, without 
a Fee; he will confeſs himſelf a Fool too. 

What Gain-purſuing Merchant would not 
proclaim him a Fool; who would refuſe to 
import foreign Commodities, for his own 
private Advantage, rather than diſcourage 
a domeſtick Manufacture, to the Injury 


of the Publick; and the Man, that would 


not rather defraud the King of his Taxes, 


than thrive upon the moderate Profit, of 
Honeſt Induſtry ? 2 

The labouring Mechanick blundering 
ſwears: that He is a Block-head and a Fool, 


who would not give his beſt Cuſtomers his 


worſt Ware, rather than miſs of the Sale; 
and who would call it, a Corruption of 


Heart, to adulterate Goods, or to work 
his Fortune's Increaſe, to the Injury of 


' Trade; and who would ſtudy his Coun- 


try's Neceſſity, at an Election, rather than 
the Pleaſure of his Land-lord, or the Dic- 
tates of Ayarice or Gluttony. 

And, at the Board of A 


n, who, 


do you ſuppoſe, is like to paſs for a Fool? 


Not one of their own Auguſt Heads, ye 
may be ſure. What Owl will skrietch our 


** Buzzard,” at his Brother? Beſides, Fool 
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is not their CharaQer : The World looks 


upon them, in another Light ; and, from 
the Furr they wear, ye may ſec, the Fox's 
Nature is what they would aſſume. In- 
deed, they are not Sheep in Wolf's Cloath- 
ing: So far J muſt confeſs them honeſt, 
as they give us fair Opportunity, to call 
each of them, rather, an Aſs in Maſque- 


rade, or a Counterfeit Reynard. Ir is 


plain then, Fools they neither like, nor ad- 
mit among them: No; no. find a Man 
there, that would not rather gorge his pam- 
pered Paunch with Delicacies, than cleanſe 
the Streets of Dirt or Wickedneſs :>——=— 

That will not let the Dogs, or any ſpuri- 
ous Brood, devour. your Children's Bread 
(not under the Table, nor in Crumbs, bur 
openly and to your Face) to have a great- 


er Revenue, to ſupport their own Luxury 


and Riot; though the Widow ſtarve, though 
the reduced Citizen be driven to Beggary, 
and his Children to worſe; and tho their 


Hearts, and the Inſtitution of the Thing, 


tell them, ſuch only have a Right to 
the Comforts, which are provided there, 
though Slaves and Baſtards now enjoy them 
moſt: Or a Man, that would rather 
offend an inſinuating J—e, or à favourite 
L—d, than proſtitute the Rights of the 
City, to Gain; and not defend Liberties, 
ef which none of them now have any 


Know- 
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Knowledge, Taſte or Care. Catch ſuch a 
Man, in that aweful Council, and ſhew 
them what he is: Ye will have him ſoon 
hooted out, for a noiſy Vagrant, a med- 
dling Madman, and an audacious Fool. 

In ſhorr ; from the purple-lined Cloſer, 
to the Cobler's Bulk, throughout this po- 


lite Metropolis, ye will hear all declare, 


the moſt fooliſh Action is the moſt fa, 
ſhionable. And, if the Faſhion be the 
Standard of Wiſdom, Truth and Integrity 
will appear the greareſt Folly. . 

But, let not this Diſcountenance of ſuch 
Men, diſcourage you, from being, what J 
fain would make you. Thoſe Men will 
meet their Reward. Beſides, conſider, 
there is this Tnconvenience, attending this 
World's Wiſdom, ** thar all Peace and Eaſe 
4 of Mind flies it? While Fools have a ſe- 
cret Comfort, none but Fools can feel; 
and, from not having ſuch Deſites, or ſuch 
Fears, enjoy Content; and often live, though 
not perhaps ſo ſplendidly, yet far more 
Happy. 

Would ye then have me lay down be- 
fore you, the Road I have been ſtudying 
for, to conduct you to Folly and to Peace: 
J firſt muſt ſee you diſcover a moſt ardent 
Love of Honour, that Phantom which all 
Knaves deſpiſe ; a fincere Zeal for Liber- 
ty, the Scare-crow of the Unjuſt and Op- 

| preſſive: 
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preſſive; and a moſt eager Deſire of mak- 
ing what is bad, better; or, at leaſt, of 
preventing it's becoming worſe : Shew me, 


that Publick-Spirit fires you within, and 


Honeſty directs your outward Actions; 
and then I iha!l venture to tell you, 
That (to fill-up your Meaſure of Diſ- 
* credit with this Age, and have your- 
“ ſelves appear in its Eyes compleatly 
« Fools) ye will not, on the enſuing E- 
s lection, chooſe any to repreſent you in 
© Parliament, who would not be Fool e- 
* nough to protect you there, and (though 
ce every great Enemy of his Country ſhould 
& gape, and bid him hold his Peace) will 
% ſpeak for you. 3 8 

„ No Man, that cannot plead your 
% Cauſe, in theſe Days of Wiſdom and 
“ Corruption! For, though he may boaſt of 
Honeſty and Love enough, to make you 
willing, to forget he is an A-—n; it is 
not his Intention, but his Ability too, 
ſhould determine your Choice : For he that 
ſuffers an unlawful Act (thro' hurtful Mo- 
deſty, or Want of Skill) to paſs in Silence, 
undiſputed; authorizes the Encroachment, 
and by that Silence votes for your Deſtruc- 
tion. 

* No Creature of your Enemies! For, 
the Voice that appoints an A——n to 
fill the vacant Seat, ratifies all their Inju- 
is ſtice, 


az > 


ſtice, confeſſes a Share in all their Guile, 
and forbids even the Memory or Mention 
of their Injuries to you. 

„No babbling Blockhead ! chat has Im- 

« 7 Grain to pretend to Oratory, without 
* a Grain of Underftanding, even to deli- 

ver, what another has written down for 
F him, and given him (in his Hat) to read; 
* and without Honeſty enough to offer, 
4 ſupport, and perſuade, what may be for 
* your Good, even if he had Capacity to 
« do it: But who will exchange your Li- 
e berties for French Wines, and enlarge his 
„ private Stock, by trading on that of the 
* Publick. 

Let not Riches rempr, Titles dazzle, or. 
Banquets intoxicate ! The Feaſts you riot 
in, at their Expence, will be too dearly 
paid-for, at the Price of Health and Time, 
both waſted by the Intemperance, withour 
adding to the Bargain your forfeited Ho- 
neſty, and your forſaken Country. The 
Titles, which others groan beneath, are no 
Honour to you, no Service to the Publick : 
For Titles are but Sounds ; and, when con- 


ferr'd on the Unworthy, are hurtful to tlie 


Publick, as they diſcourage Worth: and 
cannot be an Honour, even to the Man they 
are heaped upon, but as his Conduct and 
Character ſupport their Dignity: And as 

for 


JET ww) 
for Riches; be fure He that offers them, as 


any - wiſe a Claim to your Choice, is ſuch 


a Man, as will take care ye ſhall nat pro- 
fit by his Wealth; and ſuch as ſeeks a Seat 
in Parliament, not to ſpend his Fortune, or 
any Part of it, in your Support, but to ſe- 
cure, from the Reach of the Injured, an ill- 
joreen Store, or encreaſe that which his 
oneſt Anceſtors could be content with, tho 
He cannot: For, not the Circumſtances, 
_ ) but the Man, can ſtand you in any 
cad. 

Chooſe him only ;—whoſe Acquaintance 
with your Conſtitution (the more unexpect- 
ed from one of his Station, rhe more valu- 
able; and the more laboured for, the more 
meritorious) can promiſe an Ability to re- 
trieve it; or at- leaſt put a Stop to its utter 
Decay: Whoſe warm Struggle, for a Part 
of your Rights, beſpeaks him watchful and 
zealous for the Preſervation of the Whole: 
and whoſe paſt and preſent Actions give 
an Aſſurance, of both the Ability, and the 
Inclination, which your Repreſentative 
ſhould (and has need to) have to ſerve you. 

Now therefore, though an honeſt Man, 
of whatſoever Rank in Lite, that will make 
himſelf fit, for the higheſt Honours, is to be 


encouraged and commended ; and that will 


approve himſelf able to diſcharge them, 1s 


to be honoured, for the noble Struggle to 


attain 
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attain them: — And thoughT would be flow 
(on. any other Occaſion, than when my 
Country is at ſtake) to praiſe or recom- 
mend myſelf: Vet (if ye cannot find, a- 
mong the other Candidates, or in the Ci- 
ty, ſuch a Man as I have advifed you to 
fix on, but muſt fend a ſilent Moaps to fill 
up the Vacancy in Parliament, like a Cy- 
pher in a Sum) ye cannot think it Pre- 
ſumption in me, ſince every Member of the 
Society may do it, to offer myſelf; nor 
look on it as immodeſt, to ſay, that None 
« who offer themſelves re be Cyphers for 
e you there, will be fo, leſs to your Hurt, 
than MZ Cuſhion.” 

Bur—if ye will not take, either myſelf, 
or my Advice; nor appear Fools, as I would 
have you; Follow your own Inclination, 
or (if ye have none, ſtrong enough to guide 


you) the Example of your ſolemn A—n 


and Rulers ; and be, in Reality, the 
worſt of Fools Flatter, fawn, attend, o- 
bey, and bribe the Great and Powerful! 
inſult, oppreſs, deſpiſe, and rob the Poor 
and Helpleſs! cheat, enſlave, and ſell your 
Country ! cajole, deceive, and laugh at 
all! Seek Friends, among the moſt ryranni- 
cal, and the higheſt! ſeek Followers, among 
the moſt low and baſe! ſeek Lands, ſeek 
Knight hoods, ſeck popular Applauſe, at 
any Rate, on any Terms In ſhort, no 

matter 
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matter how you get it. but ſeek Money” 
and the Fayour of the A-—n:— Do this, 
and ye have done the Buſineſs. . 

For, if Honeſty be the beſt Policy, the 
greateſt Knayes muſt be the greateſtFools. 


1 am, my beloved Brethren, 
Tour fincere Friend, and. 
Eck Humble Servant; 1 
March 28, 5 6 
A MILL CUSHION. 
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